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PROJECT BACKGROUND



PROJECT BACKGROUND

• Placemaking animates public spaces, rejuvenates 
structures and streestscapes, improves local 
business viability, and promotes public safety 
through targeted spatial interventions

• DDD is working with SCAPE to locate and 
design a series of placemaking interventions 
throughout the 160-block district

• The first round of placemaking interventions will 
focus on lighting in the DDD generally with the 
possibility of street furniture and wayfinding in 
the Biomedical District due to funding streams

• DDD is interested in implementing additional 
placemaking strategies throughout the district, 
and input from this process will inform how we 
secure funding for future placemaking work
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ARTS + CULTURE
The Downtown Development District is home to a wealth of 
cultural resources, including International High School, Tulane 
School of Architecture’s graduate facilities, and the NOPL Main 
Library. The District also boasts multiple arts institutions and 
public art installations. Building on these resources is a way 
to create meaningful public space interventions.
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URBAN GREEN
The DDD encompasses several iconic public green spaces, 
including Harmony Circle and Lafayette Square. Conversely, 
some public green spaces in the District are perceived as 
under-used, such as the Mississippi River Heritage Park and 
Duncan Plaza. Creative placemaking strategies can build 
upon successful green spaces and activate under-used ones. 
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CONNECTIVITY
Public transit and bicycle infrastructure serves users accross 
the DDD’s four sub-districts. Placemaking interventions that 
can be reached by a range of transportation modalities will 
be the most accessible and well-loved, so siting interventions 
near public transportation hubs and along established 
bikelanes is a good strategy. 
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PHOTO CREDIT: GEORGE BANNISTER

EMBRACE THE ARRIVAL
EXPERIENCE



PHOTO CREDIT: PAUL BROUSSARD

IMPROVE PERCEPTIONS OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY



PHOTO CREDIT: BILL COBB

ENLIVEN THE PUBLIC REALM 
BY PROVIDING FOR

ACTIVITIES + EVENTS



PHOTO CREDIT: SAZERAC HOUSE

CELEBRATE DOWNTOWN’S
EMPLOYMENT SECTORS



PHOTO CREDIT: TRIP ADVISOR

ENHANCE CULTURAL IDENTITY 
+ QUALITY OF PLACE



PHOTO CREDIT: REBECCA TODD

PROMOTION OF DIVERSE HOUSING



PHOTO CREDIT: ROAMADIC

PROMOTION OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH INITIATIVES
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INTERVENTION OPTIONALITY

• Longevity

• Event/Few Days

• Short-Term/Seasonal

• Long-Term/Few Years

• Participation

• Visual

• Tactile

• Collaborative

• Multiplicity

• One Site

• Mobile

• Multiple Locations

• Collaboration

• Amenities

• Multiple Artist Collaboration

• Single Artist Collaboration
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LONGEVITY

Event/
Few Days

Long-Term/
Few Years

Short-Term/
Seasonal

PHOTO CREDIT: MURIEL CHAULET PHOTO CREDIT: SARAH PHIPPS/THE OKLAHOMAN PHOTO CREDIT: ZHARIA JEFFRIES
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PARTICIPATION

Visual CollaborativeTactile

PHOTO CREDIT: NINE DOT ARTS PHOTO CREDIT: ALEX FURLAN PHOTO CREDIT: KNIGHT CREATIVE COMMUNITIES INSTITUTE
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MULTIPLICITY

One Site Multiple LocationsMobile

PHOTO CREDIT: JARED RENDON TROMPAK PHOTO CREDIT: DOWNTOWN DENVER PARTNERSHIPPHOTO CREDIT: PITTSBURGH DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP

FRANKIE TOAN’S
PUBLIC BODY
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COLLABORATION

Single Artist CollaborationAmenities Multiple Artist Collaboration

PHOTO CREDIT: GRIMANESA AMOROSPHOTO CREDIT: WASHINGTON POSTPHOTO CREDIT: NYC DOT
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PLACEMAKING 
PRECEDENTS



NOMA UNDERPASS ART
WASHINGTON D.C. | NOMA PARKS FOUNDATION 
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DOWNTOWN DENVER ALLEYWAYS PROJECT
DENVER, CO | DOWNTOWN DENVER PARTNERSHIP 
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GARRISON CANAL
PITTSBURGH, PA | PITTSBURGH DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP
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FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
LYON, FRANCE | VILLE DE LYON

**
* *

LONGEVITY

PARTICIPATION

MULTIPLICITY

COLLABORATION

Event/
Few Days

Long-Term/
Few Years

Short-Term/
Seasonal

One Site Multiple
Locations

Mobile

Visual CollaborativeTactile Amenities Single Artist 
Collaboration

Multiple Artist 
Collaboration

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITIES
June, 2023 27 SCAPE



TODAY’S MEETING



VISION BOARDS
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LOVE MAP
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OPTIONALITY SLIDERS
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• Stay tuned for updates via the DDD newsletter
• Scan the QR code or visit https://forms.gle/84bcGXAmcFWN4kk68 

to fill out the stakeholder engagement survey

NEXT STEPS



THANK YOU!


